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The Nectar of Divine Love & Ecstasy

We have entered the 215t Century and the
New Millennium. We find rapid growth in the
information technology by which the distance between
the nations has become narrow and the people are
coming closer. At the same time let us try to probe
within ourselves and know whether on the ground of
kindness, love and co-operation have we come closer?
If not, then it’s time to reform our inner lives also.
Love is amajor power, which drives the lives of men.
Saints and poets have said that its best form is
expressed when it is turned to the Divine. Love is
universal and eternal, all the deformations of this great
and divine power come from of the obscurity and
ignorance and selfishness of the limited instruments.
That is why let us be constant and egoless in our
kindness and goodwill for each other and all
and let us love the Divine to progress on the path of
self-transcendence and self-perfection.

Amrit means that which does not die. Nectar
or Amrit is a celestial drink, which transfers immortality
to its enjoyer. The poets and saints of India have
always identified the relish of the Divine Love and
Ecstasy with the Rasa of the immortal drink.

Sri Ramakrishna Paramhans, coming down a
little to the plane of sense consciousness from his
Samadhi, danced and sang :

I drink no ordinary wine, but
Wine of Everlasting Bliss,
As I repeat my Mother Kali’s name;
It so intoxicates my mind
that people take me to be drunk !

Sri Ramakrishna, who saw the Divine Mother in every
woman, has said:

A man who has tasted even a drop of God s
ecstatic love looks on ‘woman’ and ‘gold’ as most
insignificant. He who has tasted syrup made from
sugar candy regards a drink made from treacle as
a mere trifle. One gradually obtains that love for
God if one but prays to him with a yearning heart
and always chants his name and glories.

Sri Aurobindo and the Mother have thrown
an illuminating light on the subject of Love and have
answered many questions in their writings.
Differentiating between human love and divine love,
The Mother says:

Love is such a thirst that no human relation
can ever quench. It is only the Divine Love, which
can satisfy fully the embodied soul.

The word Divine Love can be used for two
movements. Firstly, itis the Divine’s love for his creation
and the souls that are part of himself. Secondly, it is
the love of the creation for its divine source. (The
Divine is superior to all genders.)

In Sanskrit the verb ‘¥’ means to love and
the love for the Divine is called Bhakti. In his book
‘Narad Bhakti Sutrani’, Narada has expounded the
subject of Bhakti through aphorisms. Here he says
that Bhakti is ‘W J&AT ‘34 @&W . [nits nature
Bhakti is supreme Love for god and in its essential
form it is immortal. Then explaining the nature of Love,
Narada says ‘3Fd=rd @@ The intrinsic form
of love cannot be described by language. Still if one
wants to understand, it is YORTEd, HFERIE,
nfasrEtE  sfafe= e SgYaET | ‘Love
for God is not bound by the three Gunas, desireless,
every second it grows, non-separable, more subtle, it
is something to be experienced.’

Sri Ramakrishna lays importance on
Prema-Bhakti or Raga-Bhakti and says:

God cannot be realised without love and
longing. Unless one has learnt to love God, one
cannot realise Him.

When we think of ‘UH@&smHER’ it is the
most outstanding figure of Sri Krishna that comes
before our eyes as the Goal and the sublime Beloved.
He is the avatar, the manifestation of the supreme
divine. The sacred confluence of three attributes makes
his personality distinctly unique. He is ‘F&t™,
TR and ‘AP His body displays extra-ordinary
charm and grace which throws a spell on the on
lookers. He is the master of all sweetness who
captures the hearts of all. He is the lord of knowledge
and yoga who guides humanity towards its
destination. No doubt he is the most worthy
receptacle of love of Saints and Poets and those
who are pure of heart.

The Mother says: For one who has known love for
the Divine, all other forms of love are obscure and
too mixed with pettiness and egoism and darkness;
they are like a perpetual haggling or a struggle for
supremacy and domination and even among
the best they are full of misunderstanding and
irritability, of friction and incomprehension.



Moreover, it is a well-known fact that one
grows into the likeness of what one loves. Therefore
if you want to be like the Divine, love Him alone.

Blessed and Privileged are the souls who love
only the Divine like Mirabai who sang :

W A FRR T @@ T AL

For them surrender is a spontaneous and
delightful way by which they become collaborators of
the Divine. For Radha’s love Sri Aurobindo says:

Radha is the personification of the
absolute love for the Divine, total and integral in
all parts of the being from the highest spiritual to
the physical, bringing the absolute self giving and
total consecration of all the being and calling down
into the body and the most material Nature, the
supreme Ananda.

At another place the Mother describes that
love 1s a mighty vibration coming straight from the One
and the very pure and very strong are capable of
receiving and manifesting it.

The echo of the same sentiment is found in the

beautiful Bhajan of Bhaktakavi Narasimh :
+ UE{EE »'EEq JEHO XGE H XE JEHXNED U
H> +H XAt EWEH U N, SEE {EbéE SERED O,

Lord Shankara who is a great Tapasvi, always
meditating on mount Kailas, knows the taste of Amrit
of Divine Love and Ecstasy; the other one to know of
it is Brahmachari Shukyogi; somewhat is known by
the Gopis of Vraja; says Narasinh who is also the
enjoyer of that Nectar.

Thus to be the lover of the Divine requires
tapasya, purity, strength, one-pointedness,
desirelessness and consecration of the whole being.
It is the path or Sadhana. It is like walking through
the flames. But if one can remain steadfast then the
Divine’s presence remains with him, the flames do
not touch and like Mirabai’s experience even the
poison cannot harm, it turns into Amrit. Through all
circumstances, trials and ordeals, the joy of the
Divine remains in the heart culminating into ecstasy.
Those who love the Divine become ultimately the
possessors of the kingdom of the Divine.

OHiranmayi Smart
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There are in our exsitence spots of time, That
with distinct pre-eminence retain a renovating virtue,
whence... our minds are nourished and invisibly repaired.
S Wordsworth
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