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Devotion

A devotion

that keeps concentrated and silent

in the depths of the heart

but manifests

in acts of service and obedience,

is more powerful,

more true,

more divine,

than any shouting and weeping devotion.

- The Mother.
(Collected Works of the Mother : Vol. 14. Page no. 103)
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THE CHARIOT OF JAGANNATHA

An Ideal Society is a vehicle of the
Divine, the Divine as the inner Soul of collective
humanity. It is the Chariot of Jagannatha, the
Lord of the World, and its four wheels are unity,
freedom, knowledge and power.

A society constructed by the mind or
created by the impure vital agitations of Prakriti
belongs to another order. It is not the chariot of
God, the leader of the community but the
vehicle of that other many-faced god, the
collective ego, which by concealing the free
inner Guide distorts the divine inspiration. Pulled
by the imperfect and immature intelligence and
the old or new uncontrolled impulces of the lower
Prakriti, it moves along the path of varied small
satisfactions and activities devoid of any aim. As
long as the ego is the agent it is not possible to
know the true goal, — even when it is known, it is
beyond one’s capacity to drive the chariot
straight towards it. It is this ego which is the main
barrier against divine perfection; this is as true
of the collectivity as of the individual.

The true name of this Chariot of
Jagannatha is not society but commune. It is not
a many-faced, looseknit human collectivity or
crowd but a free indestructible union, a divine
commune evolved in joy by the power of the
harmonising knowledge of self and God.

In society there is only a semblance of
unity which is physical, mind-constructed and
based on work; the unity inherent in the Soul is
the very life of the commune.

A day will come, when inspired by the Will
of the World-Spirit, soul-unity will be manifest as
the result of the synthesis and wunification of
knowledge, emotion and work; then will the
Chariot of Jagannatha come out on the thorough-
fares of the world. Then shall its light spread in
all directions. The Age of Truth will descend on
the earth, the world of mortal man become the
playground of the Deity, the temple-city of God,
the abode of spiritual delight.

- Sri Aurobindo

(Selected portions from the essay “The Chariot of
Jagannath”. Originally written in Bengali and translated into

English by Sri Arabinda Basu.)
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